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Sir: ' 

In compliance with the Applicants' duty under 37 C.F.R. §§i:97-98, the following 
information is brought to the attention of the Examiner. The items are listed on the attached 
form PTO-1449 and copies of the references are attached for the Examiner's convenience. 

Certain of these references were cited in the European Search Report for EP 1 266 965 
A3 which is related to the present application in that both claim priority from, inter alia, certain 
earlier filed United States applications. A copy of the European-Search Report is attached. 

The items identified in this Information Disclosure Statement may or may not be 
"material" pursuant to 37 CFR §1.5&and the submission thereof by Applicants shall not be 
construed as an admission that any such patent, publication or other information referred to 
therein is material or considered to be material (37 C.F.R. §1.97(h)), or even qualifies as "prior 
art" under 35 U.S.C. §102 with respect to this invention unless specifically designated by 
Applicants as such. 
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The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a 
search has been made or that no other material information, as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, exists. 

A check in the amount of $ 1 80.00 is enclosed for the required fee. The Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge any fee, including any fee due with this submission, if the attached 
check(s) is in the wrong amount or otherwise improper or missing, that may be due in connection 
with this and the attached papers, or with this application during its entire pendency to or to 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 03-3975, Order No, 037003-0275543. 
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